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Obituary 

Robert B. Lyon (1920-2015) 

Robert B. “Bob” Lyon, of Purcellville, a member of 

the Virginia Natural History Society (VNHS) since 

2006, died of heart failure on 19 August 2015 at the age 

of 94. A civil engineer with a degree from Virginia 

Tech, he was born on 7 September 1920 and served in 

both World War II (as a Navy fighter pilot) and the 

Korean War. He was a generous supporter of the 

VNHS, purchasing a lifetime membership in 2012 at 

the age of 91, as well as guest memberships for several 

friends and family members. In retirement, Bob 

pursued lifelong interests in ornithology, botany, and 

entomology. He developed a keen interest in the 

Lepidoptera of Loudoun County, became the local 

expert, and founded an annual butterfly count there in 

1997. He also photographed thousands of local moths 

and meticulously organized the color prints in a series 

of albums, each photo labeled with the date and species 

identification. Bob also frequently assisted his late 

friend William R. Grooms (1947-2012) in collecting 

moths at various sites in the county, typically from the 

walls of buildings at shopping centers late at night. 

I first met Bob at a VNHS-sponsored bioblitz held 

at Douthat State Park on a cold, rainy weekend in May 

2003 when we captured very few moths. On many 

subsequent occasions, he sent me photos of moths to 

identify or verify (usually as self-addressed return 

postcards, sometimes labeled “Help!!!”),  or handwritten 

cards and letters inquiring about the taxonomic status of 

a particular species or noting possible omissions from 

my unpublished checklist of Virginia macromoths. The 

arrival of each card or letter was a source of suspense to 

me and several coworkers. Following Grooms’ death, 

Bob made a special effort to save that collection from 

being discarded and later turned it over to me; it 

contains a number of important records. At the time of 

his death. Bob was writing a field guide to the moths of 

Loudoun County, a project that fellow members of the 

Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy intend to complete. 

Bob was known as Loudoun County’s “Sign Cop” 

because of his years-long campaign to remove illegal 

cardboard signs (he personally collected nearly 30,000) 

that littered the roadways of his community. Survivors 

include his wife Jody of 68 years, three children, two 

sisters, six grandchildren, and two great-grand-children. 

Two children and a grandson predeceased him. 

Prepared by Steve Roble, Editor, Banisteria 

Reports 

1. President’s Report 

It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve as 

President of the Virginia Natural History Society 

(VNHS) during the past two years. I encourage others 

to travel this path to service by letting the Society know 

of your willingness to assist with this great endeavor. 

Service as a councilor is a great way to learn more 

about the operations of the Society and to meet the 

other committed men and women who give visibility to 

natural history studies in Virginia. The Society 

continues to provide its members and the public with a 

unique resource by publishing Banisteria. 1 can’t 

overstate the value of this journal or gi ve enough praise 

to the worthy authors, reviewers, and editors who have 

sustained it over the past 24 years. VNHS members can 

enjoy knowing that our financial and intellectual 

support is critical for the future well-being of this 

organization. VNHS is unique in its eclectic mix of 

natural history interests and Banisteria stands alone 

as a peer-reviewed repository of these studies and 

observations. 

It is with great satisfaction to see that the efforts 

of so many people can now be accessed 

electronically without charges. The VNHS website, 

http://virginianaturalhistorvsocietv.com. allows anyone 

to review the contents and abstracts of the past 45 

editions of Banisteria, and for an ever-increasing 

number of articles, to download the entire article as a 

searchable PDF document. I express my gratitude to the 

three people currently most responsible for this public 

offering: our editor Dr. Steven M. Roble, past president 

Tom McAvoy, and webmaster John White. They and 

several others in the Society have made this transition 

from print to electronic format a reality. I encourage 

you to allocate an evening for a look back on what has 

filled the pages of Banisteria in the past. You will  see 

that Banisteria has met its goal to publish excellent 

articles covering Virginia’s biodiversity. I encourage 

new authors to continue this tradition and expand 

content to better cover archeology, anthropology, 

evolutionary history, climatology, and physical 

resources of the state. 

I have been humbled by the Society allowing me to 

serve as President as my continuing work with Virginia 

Cooperative Extension has not allowed me to claim title 

as a professional naturalist. My work in Nelson County 

is focused on production agriculture and applied 

ecology as it relates to crop protection. I augment my 

work week with getting out into the field and serving as 

an advisor for the Central Blue Ridge Chapter of the 

Virginia Master Naturalists. I also serve the Virginia 


